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A FULL AND TRUE 


RELAITIION 


OF AN 


Enehih Veſlel, 


Newly taken by a Company of 
Erench Pyrats : 


Who, after they had cruelly Robb'd her of all 
her Goods, kill'd part of her Men : 


Burt being afterwards taken by the E-9/:/b, their Ships 
were ordered to be {ent Priſoners to Wapping Dock, 
and their Captains to be confin'd to the Marſhalſees , 
there at next Seſſions to be try'd for their Lives, 
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A full and true Account of an Engliſh Veſſel. 
which was lately robbed by French Pyrates. 


YO prone are the generality of Mankind to Impie- 
ties, that rather than not commit them, they 
will do it on an Element which ſcems as unn« 
tural as incommodious for them to effect their 
horrid Villanies upon, Who would imagine that men 
who live 1a thoſe fleeting Houſes, called Ships, wh« 
are daily ſubject to be deſtroy'd by every blaſt or Hur- 
ricane, and every minute ride within three Inches of 
their 11qu1d Grave, ſhould extract from the fear of mor. 
tality ſo much leiſure as ſerves them for the plotting 
their wicked os” Who would conceit they could 
have while to think on any thing but mortality ? and 
ſince they lye liable to ſo many Accidents, which they 
have no ſecurity from, but that they may even the very 
next minute tumble them into Eternity ? I ſay upon 
theſe Conſiderations who can imagine they ſhould pon- 
der any thing but their latter Ends? or ought contem- 
plate, but rheir everlaſting Happineſs or Milery in thc 
World to come ? and yet we hear there are cvery day as 
many Outrages commutted at Sea as Land: Pyrat s on 
the Ocean, like Pzck-pocirets near the Gallows, forteit 
their lives even 1n the fight of death z when every 
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Rock with its craggy Brow ſeems to {cold them into 
Picty, and cevcry Storm- with majeftick Eloquence to 
drive them into the ſecurity of an honeſt life, 

Nor are we in Reaton to blame thit Monarchy or Go-. 

vernment, to which thele excurſive Sea-Robbers owe 
their Nativitics, and conſequently ought todo their obe- 
dicnce and'{ubjection, any more than we would ſenſure 
1 whollom Law or Conſtitution, becauſe ſome incorri- 
gible Malefactors will forfeit their lives 1n breaking it, 
Though M:ritize Laws are 1n ail Nations very levere, 
Yet the main Ocean affords ſo large a Scene, that it is 
Impofr le tor any Magiftrite, though never 1o 1in{pe- 
ve or circumſipect, tro behold every Action that is 
done thereon. There 1s no Kingdom {o vertuous but 
there arc tome vicious 1n 1t, nor no Conftitutions {0 
firm, as to conſtrain every one to Obedience , where- 
tore lince we tee by daiiy Experience, That there is no 
Nation tree from Maletacors at Land, we may reaſo- 
nably imagine, none are clear from Pyrates at Sea; the 
nice diſtinction betwixt a Pyrare and Thief, being {o lit- 
tle, that we may not altogether improperly term the 
firſt a $ea-Thef, and the latter a Land-Pyrate, eſpecially 
fnce the Laws of Nations run as ftrit againſt the one 
as the other, 

It being theretore granted, that every Country 1s in- 
cident to much to abound with theſe Caterpillers, [ 
hope I ihul be - ought frec from all Refletions, when 
I have retted a Paſſage which lately happened. In the 
Chane herwixt Callrs and Dover, where a {mall Pink of 
ours thyvn ridtng, Ken'd at a diftanc? a Sail which made 
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{wiitly up towards her, which caus'd our Sea- 


men to make all the $ il they could before her, 


hoping to Sun {ome Port, or mcct with ſomes 
Ailiſtance betore they could bs overtaken : Bur 
theſe hopes were altogether truitlels, for the Py- 
rite winch purtued them was to (witt of fail, that 
in tive or {ix Leagucs the overtouk them +; and at- 
ter ſhe hid thrown off her Chain, and lockr them 
tal} together, prelently boarded our little Pink, 
w ho though nor man'd for {ſuch an Afault made 
{ome Reſiſtance ; in which Contcit her Surgeon 
was {lain by an accidental blow irom one of the 
contrary Party, whom the Fx2/7: þ perceived by 
thts time to be eh ancy, by whom being over- 
power'd with number, they were forced” to ice 
their Slup robbed wichout any hopes of rec- 
drels. 

Aftcr thele cruel Pyrates had carried off all 
they thought valuable out of this little Pinck 
they left her to the mercilets Ocean ; but {le m2- 
king all the fail ſhe could wards the Downs, 
made her Complaint to Sir To Holps, AdmL 
ral, who was riding there at that time ; and he 
according to the uſual Civility which he daily 
ditpences to all hz injured Country-men ; order- 
ed forthwith tlic C4; Fr Fil, "04 and the Soldpely, 
to go a cruiſing for the aforel 116 i French Pyrates ; 
and not Ony >, but hearine "Thar there wore o- 
thers abroad, which uſed th: ſame crucl, iilegal, 
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and wicked employment, gave the Comman- 


_ ders of thoſe Ships Orders to bring in not only 


any that were to be ſuſpected for Pyrates, but any 
Privateer belonging to the Freach, Whereup- 
on it was their fortune to light upon two little - 
French Veſlels, which they ſ{uſpe&ted to be con- 
cerned 1n the aforeſaid Pyracy, or robbing the 


_* EmglihPinck : One of thele which was the leſſer 


of them had about 50 men in her , and the other 
about ſeventy or eighty. 


Both theſe Veſſels were after ſome ſmall Re- 
ſiſtance taken by the Engliſh, and having no 
good Commiſſions to ſhew for their failing, 
were on ſuſpicion of being Pyrates brought to 
the Downs before the Right Honourable Sir Fohn 
Holms, who upon mature Examination, thought 
fit to ſend up both their Veſſels into the River, 
where they now lye over againſt wapprng Stairs , 
and after he had heard the Captains of both Ships 
what they could ſay in their own defence, thought 
fit likewiſe to order them to be (ent to the Mar- 


[halſees, there to have their Tryals according to 


Law in thoſe Caſes: Which the Reader, I lup- 
pole, may hear at the Seflions held there about 
five weeks hence, as I remember beginning the 


Twclfth day of Augsſft next, 
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Any one who will take ſo much pains as togo as 
far as the Marſhalſees in Southwark may leetheſe two 
Captains, being both very brisk mea to look on, 
Kc one of them very gallant ; bur,if I were ca- 
pable of a Mans mind by his Countenance, 
I ſhould be perſwaded they are ſomewhat diſcon- 
tented, whether by reaſon of their Confinement, 
or Guilt, I am not able to reſolve. 


I ſuppoſe it is in the hubbubs of War, as at the 
lamentable exigent of a great. Fire, where many 
Raſcally Fellows, who have: no Habitations of 
their own to gratifie the Ravenous Appetite of 
thoſe devouring Flames, forget all Humanity, 
and under pretence of helping their diftreſſed 
Brethren, by carrying away and ſecuring to them- 
ſelves their Neighbours Goods, become a greater 
Judgment, than thoſe Flames they would be 
thought to oppoſe. 


How ealie 1s it for a baſe ſpirited Seaman , to 
be guilty of reſembling ſuch Knavery ? who hav- 
ing either by dire, or indire& means, made him- 
ſelt Maſter of a convenient Veflel, calls to his 
Afſhiſtance a Company of Vagabonds, Men of 
deſperate reſolutions and fortunes like himſelf, 
Fs: with theſe under pretences of oppoling his 
Countrys Enemies, falls promiſcuouſly either up- 
on them or her Friends, not ſpairing upon oc- 
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cafion tlie Metehmt:men of his own Nation, if 
he tight'on-them in a place conyenient to ſecure 
het Cargo tO Ch isbwn ſecular uſe. Thus are the 
Leagues And! 'Cbotracts of Princes ofcen in dan- 
ger to be unrivited, by a company of impious 
wretches, whoſe Souls are as narrow as their For- 
runcs, - and their Pirths if it it were poſſible more ab- 


jc than either, '* 
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